Humus Toilet, 1980

SHIT CULTURE - HOLY SHIT

VEGETATION HAS TAKEN MILLIONS OF YEARS TO COVER THE SLUDGE, THE TOXIC
SUBSTANCES WITH A LAYER OF HUMUS, A LAYER OF VEGETATION AND A LAYER OF
OXYGEN, SO THAT MAN CAN LIVE ON EARTH. BUT UNGRATEFUL MAN THEN FET-
CHES THE SLUDGE AND THE TOXINS, COVERED WITH PAINSTAKING COSMIC CARE,
BACK UP TO THE EARTH’S SURFACE. THUS THE ATROCIOUS ACT OF IRRESPONSIBLE
MAN MAKES THE END OF THE WORLD THE SAME AS THE BEGINNING OF TIME. WE
ARE COMMITTING SUICIDE. OUR CITIES ARE CANCEROUS ULCERS. YOU CAN SEE
THAT CLEARLY FROM THE AIR. WE DO NOT EAT WHAT GROWS IN OUR OWN
COUNTRY, BUT IMPORT OUR FOOD FROM FAR AWAY, FROM AFRICA, AMERICA,
CHINA AND NEW ZEALAND. NOR DO WE KEEP OUR SHIT. OUR EXCREMENT, OUR
WASTE IS WASHED FAR, FAR AWAY, WHEREBY WE POLLUTE RIVERS, LAKES AND
OCEANS, OR WE TRANSPORT IT TO HIGHLY-COMPLEX, COSTLY SEWAGE WORKS,
AND ONLY RARELY TO CENTRALIZED DECOMPOSITION PLANTS, OR OUR WASTE IS
DESTROYED. SHIT NEVER RETURNS TO OUR FIELDS. NOR TO THE PLACES WHERE
OUR FOOD COMES FROM. THE CYCLE FROM FOOD TO SHIT IS WORKING. THE
CYCLE FROM SHIT TO FOOD HAS BEEN BROKEN. WE HAVE A FALSE NOTION OF OUR
WASTE. EVERY TIME WE FLUSH THE TOILET, THINKING IT A HYGENIC ACTION, WE
VIOLATE COSMIC LAWS. FOR IN TRUTH IT IS A GODLESS DEED, A WANTON ACT OF
DEATH. WHEN WE GO TO THE TOILET, LOCK OURSELVES IN AND FLUSH AWAY OUR
SHIT, WE SIGN AND SEAL THE MATTER. WHY ARE WE ASHAMED? WHAT ARE WE
AFRAID OF? WHAT ACTUALLY HAPPENS TO OUR SHIT AFTERWARDS IS SOMETHING
WE IGNORE, LIKE DEATH. THE BOTTOM OF THE PAN IS LIKE A DOOR OPENING
ONTO DEATH; WE SIMPLY WANT TO GET AWAY AS FAST AS WE CAN, FORGET THE
DECAY AND PUTREFACTION. BUT WE ARE QUITE WRONG. IT IS WITH SHIT THAT
LIFE FIRST BEGINS. SHIT IS MUCH MORE IMPORTANT THAN FOOD. FOOD
NOURISHES ONLY MANKIND, WHICH REPRODUCES ON A MASSIVE SCALE, DI-
MINISHES IN QUALITY AND HAS BECOME A DEADLY THREAT TO THE EARTH, A
DEADLY THREAT TO VEGETATION, THE ANIMAL WORLD, WATER, AIR, THE HUMUS
LAYER. BUT SHIT IS THE FOUNDATION OF OUR RESURRECTION. EVER SINCE MAN
COULD THINK, HE HAS SOUGHT IMMORTALITY. MAN WANTS TO HAVE A SOUL.
SHIT IS OUR SOUL. SHIT WILL ENABLE US TO SURVIVE. SHIT WILL ENABLE US TO BE
IMMORTAL. WHY ARE WE AFRAID OF DEATH? THE PERSON WHO USES A HUMUS
TOILET HAS NO FEAR OF DEATH, FOR OUR SHIT MAKES FUTURE LIFE AND REBIRTH
POSSIBLE. IF WE FAIL TO VALUE OUR SHIT AND TURN IT INTO HUMUS TO THE
GLORY OF GOD AND THE WORLD, WE LOSE OUR ENTITLEMENT TO BE PRESENT ON
THIS EARTH. IN THE NAME OF FALSE HYGENIC LAWS WE LOSE OUR COSMIC SUB-
STANCE, WE LOSE OUR REBIRTH. DIRT IS LIFE. STERILE CLEANLINESS IS DEATH. THOU
SHALT NOT KILL, AND YET WE STERILIZE ALL LIFE WITH POISON AND CONCRETE.
THAT IS MURDER. MAN IS JUST ATUBE. HE PUTS THINGS IN AT ONE END AND PASSES
THEM OUT, DIGESTED, AT THE OTHER. THE MOUTH IS AT THE FRONT, THE ANUS AT
THE BACK. WHY? IT SHOULD BE THE OTHER WAY ROUND. WHY IS EATING POSI-

TIVEZ WHY IS SHIT NEGATIVEZ WHAT COMES OUT OF US IS NOT WASTE, BUT THE .

MATERIAL OF WHICH THE WORLD IS MADE, OUR GOLD, OUR BLOOD. THE LU-
NATIC INTERRUPTION TO THE CYCLE OF LIFE MAKES US BLEED, OUR CIVILIZATION
BLEED, OUR EARTH BLEED. THE PERSON WHO SIMPLY LETS BLOOD, ONLY LOSES
BLOOD AND NEVER REPLACES IT, WILL BLEED TO DEATH. FREUD WAS RIGHT WHEN
HE SAID IN HIS INTERPRETATION OF DREAMS THAT SHIT IS A SYNONYM FOR GOLD.
WE MUST NOW REALIZE THAT IT IS NOT JUST A DREAM, BUT A REALITY. WHEN
PASOLINI HAD ACTORS EAT SHIT IN A FILM, IT WAS A SYMBOL OF THE CONTINUA-
TION OF THE CYCLE, A DESPERATE SHORT CUT. WE MUST DEVOTE THE SAME LOVE,
THE SAME TIME AND ATTENTION TO WHAT COMES OUT FROM "BEHIND" AS TO
WHAT GOES IN "IN FRONT". THE SAME CEREMONY AS FOR MEALS, WITH TABLE-
LAYING, KNIVES, FORKS AND SPOONS, CHOPSTICKS, SILVER CUTLERY AND
CANDLE-LIGHT. WE SAY GRACE BEFORE AND AFTER MEALS. NO ONE SAYS GRACE
WHEN THEY SHIT. WE THANK GOD FOR OUR DAILY BREAD, WHICH COMES FROM
THE EARTH. BUT WE DO NOT PRAY FOR OUR SHIT TO BE TRANSUBSTANTIATED.
WASTE IS BEAUTIFUL. THE GRADING AND REINTEGRATION OF WASTE IS A JOYOUS
ACTIVITY. AN ACTIVITY WHICH TAKES PLACE NOT IN CELLARS AND REAR COURT-
YARDS, DUNG HEAPS AND TOILETS, BUT WHERE THERE IS LIGHT AND SUNSHINE,
IN OUR LIVING ROOMS, OUR BEST ROOMS. THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS WASTE.
WASTE DOES NOT EXIST. THE HUMUS TOILET IS A STATUS SYMBOL. WE HAVE THE
PRIVILEGE OF BEING WITNESSES, WITH THE HELP OF OUR OWN WISDOM, TO THE
TRANSFORMATION OF OUR OWN WASTE, OUR OWN SHIT INTO HUMUS, JUST AS
A TREE GROWS AND THE HARVEST RIPENS. AT HOME WITH US, AS IF IT WERE OUR
OWN CHILD. HOMO - HUMUS - HUMANITAS, THREE FATEFUL WORDS WITH THE
SAME ORIGIN. HUMUS IS TRUE BLACK GOLD. HUMUS HAS A GOOD SMELL. THE
FRAGRANCE OF HUMUS IS HOLY AND CLOSER TO GOD THAN THAT OF FRANKIN-
CENSE. ANYONE WHO WALKS IN THE WOODS AFTER THE RAIN KNOWS ITS SMELL.
IT IS NATURALLY SOMETHING OF A PRODIGIOUS STEP TO PLACE THE RUBBISH BIN
IN THE CENTRE OF OUR APARTMENTS AND TO SITE THE HUMUS TOILET ON THE
MOST BEAUTIFUL SPOT AS THE SEAT OF HONOUR. BUT THIS IS PRECISELY THE
ABOUT-TURN WHICH OUR SOCIETY, OUR CIVILIZATION MUST NOW MAKE IF IT IS
TO SURVIVE. THE SMELL OF HUMUS IS THE SMELL OF GOD, THE SMELL OF RESUR-
RECTION, THE SMELL OF IMMORTALITY.

FRIEDENSREICH HUNDERTWASSER
ALGAJOLA, VENICE, NEW ZEALAND, 1979-1980

THE HUMUS TOILET

WORKS INDOORS, INCLUDING IN THE LIVING ROOM. NO SMELL, NO FLIES (WHEN
WASTE IS CAREFULLY COVERED WITH DAMP HUMUS). NO SEWAGE PIPES, NO
FLUSHING. NO CHEMICALS, NO OUTLET PIPES. NO POWER SUPPLY (FOR HEAT AND
VENTILATOR SUCH AS IN THE SMALL SCANDINAVIAN UNITS ON SALE; ONLY CLIVUS
MULTRUM REQUIRES NO ELECTRICITY). ONLY DISADVANTAGE COMPARED TO PUR-
CHASABLE HUMUS TOILETS REQUIRING ELECTRICITY: ONLY A LIMITED AMOUNT OF
URINE CAN BE ABSORBED. WHEN FLUID DRIPS INTO THE SAUCER, STOP ADDING
FLUID (POUR BACK ON TOP OR USE FOR PLANTS). COVERING WASTE WITH HUMUS
MEANS THE HUMUS TOILET WILL BE FULL WITHIN A SHORTER TIME (IN 2 MONTHS
INSTEAD OF 4 FOR 2 PEOPLE WITH KITCHEN WASTE). IN RETURN YOU ARE ENTIRELY
INDEPENDENT OF THE POWER GRID. IF POSSIBLE, DRY ANY LEAVES OR FRUIT AND
VEGETABLE PARINGS (E.G. IN THE SUN) BEFORE ADDING THEM TO THE HUMUS
TOILET. THIS ACCELERATES THE HUMUS PROCESS, AND BULK 1S REDUCED BY FASTER
LOSS OF WATER CONTENT. WATER ACCOUNTS FOR 90-95% OF VOLUME AND
WEIGHT. ONLY 5-10% REMAIN AS HUMUS. ENQUIRIES TO HUNDERTWASSER, C/O
HAREL, POSTFACH 145, A-1013 VIENNA. TO CLEAN URINE AND DOMESTIC WASTE
WATER, A BIOLOGICAL TREATMENT PLANT SHOULD BE EMPLOYED. IN LIGHT AND
WARM INTERIORS, USE AQUATIC PLANTS: CALLA, CYPRESS GRASS, WATER
HYACINTHS, CYPERUS TEXTILIS, PAPYRUS, SCOURING-RUSH, TRADESCANTIA ZEBRI-
NA, ALOCASIA, BAUMEA ARTICULATA (NEW ZEALAND RUSH), FICUS PUMILA. OUT-
DOORS, USE RUSH, REED, CAT’S TAIL, WATER MINT, WATER FLAG. THE DIRTY WATER
MUST FLOW THROUGH THE ROOT AREA OF THE AQUATIC PLANTS AND THROUGH
THE COLONIES OF BIODEGRADING BACTERIA, AND IN THIS WAY IS NATURALLY
PURIFIED. THE DIRT IS CONVERTED IN PART INTO PLANT MATERIAL AND IN PART
INTO MINERALIZED SOIL.



